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Melanson · Melançon  
Melancon · Malanson   
Melonson · Malonson  

Mellanson · Menanson  
Menancon · Mannausau  

Mannausa 

      Most people in the United States and Canada with the above noted 
surnames are descendants of one of two brothers, Pierre and Charles Mel-
lanson, who arrived in Acadia in 1657. Melanson ~ Melançon: The Gene-
alogy of an Acadian and Cajun Family traces the Melanson and Melan-
çon descendants of these brothers from their arrival in Acadia through the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  
      For their first 100 years in North America, the Melansons lived in the 
areas of Port-Royal and Grand-Pré, Acadia [in present-day Nova Scotia]. 
In 1755, they and the rest of the Acadian people were forcibly removed 
from their homelands and scattered among the American colonies, Eng-
land and France or held prisoner in Nova Scotia. Those who escaped took 
refuge in Quebec. In 1763, the Acadians became free to reestablish them-
selves, however, not on their former lands.  
      By the nineteenth century, the Melanson ~ Melançon family had 
founded new communities in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Québec and 
Louisiana, where they became known as Cajuns. This comprehensive ge-
nealogy covers the Melanson ~ Melançon descendants in all these areas, 
as well as their migration into Ontario, New England, New York and the 
Midwest at the end of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
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